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of the poor considered by not taking the young and the
sickly, although they are all counted in reckoning up the
nisab.1

According to al-Zahidi, only domestic animals are in-
cluded in reckoning the nisab, 'the wild and the cross be-
tween the two being disregarded. This view is approved
of in the Majmaf. However, as it is stated in the Muklt,
the status of a cross depends on that of the mother and if
the mother was domestic the offspring is considered do-
mestic. This is also the view taken by the author of the
Durr.2 According to al-Shafi'i, the cross between domestic
and wild do not pay zakat because, while one side requires
the payment of tax the other exempts from it, and it is a
principle of law that in cases of conflict one must construe
in favor of exemption. The Hanifite reply is that the cross
normally is like its mother and follows its status so much
so that the owner of the mother owns its offspring also.
This is because the sperm of the father legally becomes
destroyed (mustahlak) by that of the mother and so the
offspring comes from her.3 According to the Malikites,4
the cross are exempt from zakat in both cases.

While an animal must answer the description of sawa'im
in order to pay the zakat of sawa'im animals, every sawaim
animal is not subject to.it, since it is only the sawa'im ani-
mals specified in the sunnah which pay the zakat of sawa'im
animals. These animals are treated in the lawbooks under
the following heads.

The Zakat of Camels (ibl). The lowest nisab in camels
being 5 camels, no zakat is due on fewer than 5. The
zakat on 5 camels up to 9 is one goat (shat) of medium

1 Mabsut, p. 172; Mwwattci, p. 113; cf. Minhaj, pp. 234-5.
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